
Bar Council of Maharashtra and Goa Election Rules 2001 

Schedule  

Illustration of the procedure as to the Counting of Votes 

Explained with addition of titles 

Assume that there are seven members to be elected, sixteen candidates, and one hundred and 

forty electors. The valid ballot papers are arranged in separate parcels according to the first 

preference recorded for each candidate, and the papers in each parcel counted. 

Let it be assumed that the result is as follow: -  

A                                . .                           12 

B                                . .                            8 

C                                . .                            6 

D                                . .                            9 

E                                . .                            10 

F                                . .                             7 

G                                . .                             4 

H                                . .                            19 

I                                 . .                             13 

J                               . .                                5 

K                              . .                              14 

L                               . .                               8 

M                            . .                               10 

N                             . .                                 6 

O                             . .                                 4 

P                             . .                                  5 

                                             Total.        140  

Value of Votes 

Each Valid ballot paper is deemed to be of the value of one hundred and the values of the votes 

obtained by the respective candidate are as shown in the first column of the result sheet. 

Determination of Quota votes 

The values of the papers are added together and the total 14,000 is divided by eight (i.e. the 

number which exceeds by one, the number of vacancies to be filled) and 1,751 (i.e. the quotient 

1,750, increased by.one) is the number sufficient to secure the return of a member and is called 

the quota.  



The operation may be shown thus :-  

Quota =   
�����

�
= 1750 + 1 = 1751

Election of candidate completing quota votes 

The candidate H, the value of whose votes exceeds the quota, is declared elected,  

Distribution of Surplus votes of elected Candidates 

As the value of the papers in H's parcel exceeds the quota, his surplus must be transferred. His 

surplus is 149,1,900 less 1,751. 

Making sub-parcels of surplus votes of winning candidate according to next preferences 

recorded in his ballots 

The surplus arises from original votes; and therefore the whole of H's papers are divided into sub-

parcels according to the next preference recorded thereon, a separate parcel of the exhausted 

papers being also made let it be assumed that the result is as follows :-  

                                                                                                                                             Papers    

B is marked as next available preference                                                                     . .       7 

D is marked as next available preference on                                                              .  .       4 

E is marked as next available preference on                                                              .  .       4 

F is marked as next available preference on                                                              .  .       3 

                                                                      Total of unexhausted papers                   .  .      18 

                                                                      No. of exhausted papers                           .  .       1 

                                                                      Total of papers                                            .  .      19 

The value of the papers in the sub-parcels are as follows:-  

B                               .  .                           .   .                            .   .                         .   .              700 

D                               .  .                           .   .                            .   .                         .   .              400 

E                               .   .                          .   .                             .   .                         .   .              400 

F                               .   .                           .   .                            .   .                         .    .             300 

Total value of unexhausted. papers                                                                  .    .             1800 

Value of the exhausted papers                                                                          .    .             100 



Total value                                                                                                             .    .             1900   

Reducing value of unexhausted  papers 

The value of the unexhausted papers is 1,800 and is greater than the surplus. This surplus is, 

therefore, transferred as follows: -  

: All the unexhausted papers are transferred, but at a reduced value, which is ascertained by 

dividing the surplus by the number of unexhausted papers. The reduced value of all the papers, 

when added together: with the addition of any value lost as the result of the neglect of fractions, 

equal the surplus. In this case the new value of each paper transferred is  

149 (surplus). 

18 (the number of unexhausted papers). 

the residue of the value of each paper (100-8 = 92), being required by H for the purpose of 

constituting his quota. i.e. one exhausted paper value (100) plus the value (1656) of 18 

unexhausted papers.  

These values of the sub-parcels transferred are: -  

B=56 (i.e. seven papers at the value of 8): 

 D=32 (i.e. four papers at the value of 8); 

 E = 32 (i.e. four papers at the value of 8); 

 F=24 (i.e. three papers at the value of 8),  

These operations can be shown on a transfer sheet as follows:  

Transfer sheet 

Value of surplus (H's) to be transferred       . .    149 

Number of papers in H’s parcel                     . .      19 

Value of each paper in  parcel                       . .    100                   

Number of unexhausted papers                    . .     18 

value of unexhausted   papers                       . .   1800 

New value 

New value of each paper transferred          . .  
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      =    8 

Name of candidate                   Number of                   Value of sub-  

marked as the next                    papers to be               -parcel to be 

available preference                  transferred                  transferred          

B                                          . .               7                                   56 

D                                         . .                4                                   32 

E                                         . .                 4                                   32 

F                                         . .                 3                                   24 

Total                                . .               18                                    144 

Number of exhausted                     1           
Papers. 

Loss of value owing to neglect  

Of fraction                                                                                  5 

                                        Total    . .    19                                   149 

Addition of sub-parcels to the values of already credited votes 

The value of the sub-parcels is added to the values of the votes already credited to. The 

candidates. B.D.E. and F This operation is shown on the result sheet.  

Elimination 

There being no further surplus, the candidate lowest on the poll has now to be excluded.  

Rule of exclusion in case of similar numbers 

G and O-both have 400. There Returning Officer casts lots and G is chosen to be excluded.



Transfer of votes of excluded papers 

Being original votes. G's. papers are transferred at the value of 100 each. 'A who was marked as 

next preference on two papers receives 200, while D and E were each next preference on the 

paper and receiving 100 each.  

Transfer of votes on elimination 

O now, being lowest is next excluded and his 400 is similarly: transferred to I, B and K, I, receiving 

200 and B and K 100 each.  

This leaves J and P lowest with 500 each and J is chosen by lot for exclusion  first. His papers are 

transferred at the value of 100 each to A, B, D, and I. the 'three first named receiving 100 each, 

who had the next preference on three papers receiving 300 and I who  had the next preference 

on two papers receiving 200. P is then excluded and his papers are transferred to E, L and K; the 

two. first named receiving 100 each and K; who. had the next preference on three papers 

receiving 300.  

Completion of quota in elimination round 

K now exceeds the quota and is declared elected Prior to further exclusion. K's surplus of 49 has 

to be distributed.  

Surplus of elected candidate 

The sub-parcel last transferred to K consisted of three votes transferred at the value of 100 each. 

This sub-parcel is examined; there are no exhausted papers and B.F and I are each next 

preference on one paper and one paper is transferred to each of them at a reduced value 

determined by dividing the surplus (49) by the number of unexhausted papers (3), B.F. and I 

accordingly receive 16 each.  

Process of elimination and Distribution to continue till 8 Candidate get quota votes 

The process of exclusion is now proceeded with. 

 C and N have 600 each, and C is chosen by lot for exclusion first. He has six original votes; B, D 

and E are each next preference on two papers, and each receives 200 M is then excluded; A is 

next preference on 3 of his papers, and receives 300; F, I and L are each next preference on one 

paper and receive 100 each.  

This brings A and I above the quota and they are declared elected. Their surplus has now to be 

distributed and I's surplus which is the, larger, 65 is dealt with first.  

The last sub-parcel transferred to I consisted of one paper transferred at the value of 100. D is 

next preference on this paper and receives-the whole surplus of 65.  



A's surplus of 49, is then dealt with. The last sub-parcel transferred to his consisted of three 

persons transferred at the value of 100 each B was next preference on two of these papers and 

E on one, and the papers are: transferred accordingly. The value to be transferred is 16 per paper 

i.e. the surplus (49) divided by the number of the unexhausted papers (3) B accordingly receives 

32 and E 16.  

No other candidate having reached the quota, the process of exclusion is proceeded with and E, 

who is now lowest with 840. is excluded  

His seven original votes are transferred first. B. D and E are next preference on three, two and 

two papers respectively and receive respectively 300. 200 and 200. 

The transferred votes are next transferred in the order of their transfer- to F. The 3 votes received 

at the value of eight each at the distribution of H's surplus are transferred at the same value to L 

who was next preference on all three papers The vote valued at sixteen received by F at the 

distribution of K's surplus, goes at the same value to M, who was next preference on that paper. 

The vole transferred at the value of 100 on the exclusion of N is then transferred at the same 

value to D. who thus receives a total of 300,  

No continuing candidate, having yet reached the surplus. N who is now lowest with 1.016 is 

excluded  

His ten original votes are transferred first B and D are first preference-on three papers each, and 

E and L on two each B and D accordingly receive 300 each and E. and L 200 each. -This brings B, 

D and F above the quota and they are declared elected. ‘The requisite number of candidates 

having now been 'elected, the 'election is at end and it is unnecessary to proceed to the transfer 

of M's transferred votes.  

Election of Women Candidates 

Supervisory Committee order dated 09.02.2026, Appeal No. 32-33/2026, 34-35 and 36/2026 

para 20(d) –  

(d) If there are more than 5 women candidates, then 

counting shall be done in the regular normal manner 

except that eliminated women candidates would be 

placed in a separate list/ category ‘R' in the reverse 

order of elimination. i.e., the last eliminated woman 

candidate would be placed at Sr. No. l, second-last 

eliminated woman candidate at Sr. No. 2 and so on. 

Counting would continue till the requisite number of 

candidates (after deducting the number of women 

candidates to be elected to the extent of 20% seats 



reserved for them) are declared elected. In case any 

women candidates are elected in the normal course, the 

regular and normal process of election would be 

extended further by adding such a number of women 

candidates to the list of candidates to be elected in the 

normal course 

Thereafter, the deficiency, if any, in the 20% seats 

reserved for women candidates shall be filled up from 

the separate category/list ‘R' by declaring the requisite 

number of women candidates elected in order of merit, 

i.e., the one eliminated last being declared elected first 

and so on. To clarify and to explain further, in a given 

case where a woman candidate or candidates get 

elected in the ordinary process by getting a good 

number of 1st preference votes or in the last few rounds 

by crossing the Quota, or normally like others, then that 

many seat or seats will be reduced from the reserved 

Quota of 5 seats. All the Bar Councils will follow the 

process where there is a reservation for women. 

Co-option of Women Advocates 

The election process is not going to determine co-option. 

******************* 


